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Questions without Notice — Ministers’ Answers — Adjournment Debate 

HON KEN TRAVERS (North Metropolitan) [5.00 pm]: I did have one speech, but I thought it would only 
take —  

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon George Cash): Before Hon Ken Travers begins—he has the call—when I 
nominate the members who stand in their places, it is to give the members an idea of the order in which they will 
be called, but that does not preclude the Chair from calling someone else if, for instance, someone on my right 
were to stand. I just want to make that clear. I try to indicate to members, but I do not have any control over 
another member seeking the call.  

Hon KEN TRAVERS: I will try not to inflame them so as to inspire them to stand, Mr Deputy President! 

I will respond in a minute to the comments made by the Leader of the House about the Treasurer’s Advance 
Authorisation Bill, but I first want to comment about a couple of answers to questions without notice we have 
received in the past couple of days from ministers. Yesterday, I asked the Minister for Community Services 
some questions about the review of the Carers Recognition Act 2004. I have a keen interest in that act because I 
was involved with Hon Cheryl Davenport in drafting the policy that led to the legislation in 2004. I was 
interested to follow the progress on it. I asked some fairly straightforward questions about what was happening 
to the recommendations that had come out of the review, whether the minister was doing anything about those 
recommendations and whether she could table, on a future sitting date, the plan for dealing with the 
recommendations. The answer I got was to put the question on notice. Today I asked of the Leader of the House 
representing the Minister for Sport and Recreation some fairly simple questions about matters to do with the 
Liberal Party’s commitment to rebuilding the clubrooms at the Wanneroo Showgrounds. Again, I was asked to 
put the question on notice.  

We all know that there are three reason for ministers asking for questions to be put on notice. The first is that 
something political is going on, and the timing of the answering of the question does not suit the government, so 
it tries to buy time. The minister asks for the question to be put on notice, so that by the time it is answered 
things can be fixed.  

Hon Norman Moore: Is that what you used to do? 

Hon KEN TRAVERS: I have been sitting watching what goes on in this place for a long time. I remember how 
Hon Norman Moore used to operate, and I am reminding people of how that happened.  

The second reason is that the question seeks a significant amount of detail that is impossible to collate and 
coordinate in the time available. A question was asked the other day about water testing in Western Australia 
that I thought could be answered, but it might just fall into the category of too much detail. The third reason is 
that the minister is incompetent and has done nothing about the matter for the past six months. I suspect that the 
question about water that was asked the other day probably falls into the too-much-detail category. I am hopeful 
that the reason for the request to place on notice the question I asked of the Leader of the House today was that 
the government is going to try to fix the problem before giving the answer to this house. 

Hon Norman Moore: I’ll tell you what—just ask me again on Tuesday if you want. 

Hon KEN TRAVERS: All right. I hope that is a sign that the government is trying to fix the problem. 

Hon Norman Moore: There was a draft answer, and I did not find it acceptable, so I have asked for it to be 
redone.  

Hon KEN TRAVERS: I hope that is the case. 

Hon Norman Moore: Ask it again on Tuesday. 

Hon KEN TRAVERS: I know that that has been done in this house before. A minister might stand and say that 
he has been given a draft answer that was not satisfactory. I did that as a parliamentary secretary. We answer 
questions differently in this place from the other place. 

Hon Norman Moore: We are responsible for the answers we give. 

Hon KEN TRAVERS: Yes, and there have been times when I was given answers that I was not satisfied with, 
but I did not tell the member to put the question on notice, but rather to ask it again on another day. I hope that 
the other thing that may be occurring here is that the Leader of the House saw what was happening. By way of 
interjection, during question time today he referred to views that he had held in 2001 about promises that the 
Labor Party had made. I have recently reread his speeches on that, because there are a number of commitments. I 
hope he is saying to the government that what is going on is not acceptable. If Hon Norman Moore can fix this 
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problem, I will give him a list of the other organisations that were given commitments during the election and 
are now being asked for matching funding. I look forward to that. 

The issue that amazed me the most concerns the Minister for Community Services. In November last year the 
minister received a report that was conducted by an independent body. The people in the sector want to know the 
answers to their questions. They want to know what is happening and whether the government will either accept 
or reject the report’s recommendations or put the organisations through the review process again. These 
community groups have put a lot of time and effort into their submissions. This is not about members on this 
side of the chamber expecting to be given an answer to those questions, but about the people who do good work 
as carers. They have a right to be given answers about what the government is doing about the 16 
recommendations contained in the report. The minister’s inability to answer questions without notice by 
responding that the recommendations are being dealt with and that the minister will have an answer to the 
question by a certain date is a sign of the minister’s incompetence and that she is struggling with her portfolio. 
Yesterday, she should at least have given us a better answer than, “Put it on notice”. 

Hon Ray Halligan: Just like the member for Rockingham did quite frequently when he was a minister. He did it 
repeatedly. 

Hon KEN TRAVERS: Hon Ray Halligan can live as a piece of history — 

Hon Ray Halligan: I will tell him what you said. 

Hon KEN TRAVERS: What we are dealing with today is what the Minister for Community Services is getting 
up to or not getting up to. If the member wanted to prosecute a case against the Minister for Education and 
Training in the previous Parliament, he should have done that at the time. The issue today is whether the 
Minister for Community Services—the current minister—is capable of doing her job. The answer is that she is 
not because she sat on the report for four months and could not even give us a general idea of where it was at 
yesterday. This is about ministers who are struggling. 

In the time left available to me, I will respond to a statement that the Leader of the House made. If I am correct, 
he is asking us to bring on the Treasurer’s Advance Authorisation Bill next Thursday and complete it by 
Thursday night. Is the Leader of the House suggesting that we sit into the night to do that? 

Hon Norman Moore: It depends on how long it takes.  

Hon KEN TRAVERS: This is extraordinary. The Treasurer’s Advance Bill will ask for the largest ever 
injection of additional funds—a supplementary budget allocation—such as this state has never seen before. The 
government chose to guillotine that legislation through the lower house. 

Hon Norman Moore: After a week of debate. 

Hon KEN TRAVERS: It refused to send the bill to a committee so that it could be adequately addressed. I 
invite the Leader of the House to reply to the debate. If the government were serious about the urgency of getting 
this bill passed, he should tell us by what date the government will run out of money. My understanding is that 
when that question was asked of the Treasurer, he refused to answer it. Hon Norman Moore well knows that 
actions cause reactions because he has told me that many times. If the processes in the other place are not 
followed, it leads to the scrutiny of legislation in this place. Numerous questions have not been asked about the 
state of the finances and about whether the government is complying with the Government Financial 
Responsibility Act 2000. The Leader of the House had better get ready for it next week because I will hound the 
government about that legislation to find out whether the government has complied with it. The Treasurer is 
asking us to bail him out of his incompetence without scrutiny. He can forget it! I can tell the Leader of the 
House right now that he is going to have to explain the state of the finances that he and his incompetent 
Treasurer have got us into. The Treasurer could not answer simple questions about the Treasurer’s advance. We 
have a right and this house has a role to review the processes of government.  

I am not a believer in blocking supply, but I am sure as hell a believer in ensuring that the public knows what is 
happening. If the government is going to take Western Australia into a state of financial catastrophe—that is the 
only way to describe it—it will not be because of the global financial crisis; it will be because of the 
government’s incompetence. The opposition will demonstrate that to all members next week when we debate the 
Treasurer’s Advance Authorisation Bill. I will want to know what effect the Treasurer’s Advance Authorisation 
Bill will have on the state’s finances and its net debt-to-revenue ratio. The government has blown it out to 53 per 
cent through its election commitments. 

Point of Order 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: The bill that the member is referring to is on the notice paper. I suspect that the 
member’s speech is quite out of order. 
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The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon George Cash): I have been considering that, and I understood that Hon Ken 
Travers was in fact relating to procedural matters and some issues that might be raised when the debate proper is 
underway. I was listening carefully to hear whether he was entering into specific debate on the Treasurer’s 
Advance Authorisation Bill, and I do not think that was the case. Hon Ken Travers knows the rules. 

Debate Resumed 

Hon KEN TRAVERS: Mr Deputy President, you are absolutely right. The point I was making is that the Leader 
of the House has come into this place and indicated that he expects the opposition’s support for the TAA. I 
suggest that, before this house adjourns, he should bring it on and send it to a committee for the next week, so 
that these matters can be properly examined. 
 


